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Cultures around the World 
Directions: Read “World Cultures” again in your iBook. Complete the paragraph below using either to + V 
(infinitive) or V + ing (gerund).   Note the VTL words – what do they mean in THIS text? 

Sociologists like (example)                             (group) cultures into different categories. 

They enjoy                                (study) the relationship between people. They decide                           

__________________ (identify) people by their location. The role of sociologists is 

important and through their work we can begin                              (respect) the 

cultural differences between people in the world.  

Clothing is one way that sociologists group cultures. 

Many people enjoy                        (dress) in traditional 

clothing that represents their national culture. They 

choose                      (wear) such clothing because they 

feel it represents who they are to the world. They avoid                          

________________ (copy) the clothing of people outside 

their culture. Maintaining their traditional clothing styles 

is an important part of maintaining their identity.  

Religion is also an important way to group cultures. Some people prefer                  

_______ (be) categorized according to their religion but many sociologists avoid                                

___________________ (categorize) people according to their religion. They 

believe this can lead to negative stereotyping. People belong to the same religion 

but they might think very differently. So grouping cultures by religion requires a lot 

of thought and care.  
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A final category that sociologists group cultures by is language. The same language 

may be spoken in two different regions of the world but the cultures may be very 

different. The language is what connects the people.  So if you are from Spain and 

you want                          (speak) to someone from Mexico, you will be able to 

communicate well because you both speak Spanish. If you decide                          

________________ (talk) with someone in Mexico, you may face some challenges 

with vocabulary because of regional differences. 

So I recommend                            ________(learn) 

about the kind of Spanish spoken in Mexico and 

the differences in vocabulary. Educating yourself 

about such regional differences will help you begin                       

_____________________ (understand) that 

people can be similar and dissimilar at the same 

time.    

In conclusion, it is important to learn about other cultures so that when you meet 

people different from yourself you will understand them better. Some people hate                            

____________________ (learn) about cultures different from their own and 

others love                                  (learn) about different cultures. I hope you will 

decide                         (open) your mind and choose                            (take) every 

opportunity you have                                   (collect) information about other 

cultures.  
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Questions 

 

1.  What do sociologists enjoy? 

 

2.  What are three ways we can categorize 

cultures? 

 

a.                                         b.           c. 

 

3. Why is traditional clothing important? 

 

4.  What do you think “negative stereotyping” means? 

 

5. Even though people from Spain and Mexico speak the same language, they 

may still have communication problems.   Why? 

 

6. Why is it important to study other cultures? 
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